
HIV: A look back to look 

forward



Welcome

• Honoring our past

• Points in our history

• Legacy of advocacy

• Forging a path forward

20XX



Honoring Our Past
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Points in our History

20XX

1981

First time CDC reports on 
rare lung infection in 5 young 
gay men.

1981

National Cancer Institute 
and CDC has first conference 
addressing the new 
epidemic.

1981

5 black infants are born 
with AIDS to women who 
use drugs and who are also 
sex workers with

1982

First proposed legislation for 
AIDS research was proposed 
– the legislation dies in 
Congress

1983

First federal funding for AIDS 
research and treatment 
approved

1984

WHO holds first meeting on 
global AIDS situation

1985

Congress authorizes $190M 
for AIDS research and 
treatment and urges Regan 
to appoint an AIDS Czar

1985

More than 200 infants have 
been born with AIDS



Points in our History
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1985

More than 200 infants have been 
born with AIDS

1986

Human Immunodeficiency Virus is 
announced as the official name of 

the virus that causes AIDS

1986

AIDS cases 
disproportionately affect people 

who are Black and Latino - 90% of 
perinatally acquired HIV is in Black 

and Latino babies

1987

ACT Up - AIDS Coalition to Unleash 
Power is founded

1987

AZT was approved to treat AIDS

1987

Regan makes his first public 
speech about AIDS, signs an EO in 

June creating a Presidential 
commission on AIDS

1988

Ryan White rises to national 
significance and becomes a 

national spokesperson on AIDS and 
stigma

1988

Elizabeth Glasser forms Pediatric 
AIDS Foundation

1989

HRSA grants $20M for home and 
community-based health services 

for people with HIV, CDC and HRSA 
provide $11M for 7 agencies to 

provide HIV counseling and testing 
- this is a precursor of the Ryan 

White Care Act

HIV/AIDS is a symptom of racism.



Points in our History
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1990

Ryan White Dies

1990

ACT Up demands more 
HIV treatment and to 
include more women 
and people of color

1990

Ryan White Care Act 
(RWCA)  passes

1991

ACT Up Day of 
Desperation Protest

1993

President Clinton 
establishes the White 
House Office of AIDS 
Policy

1993

Women's Interagency 
HIV Study begins and is a 
funded study on 
HIV/AIDS in women

1994

AZT recommended to 
women with HIV to 
reduce the risk of 
perinatal transmission

1995

500,000 people have 
been diagnosed with 
AIDS in the United 
States 

HAARTs are introduced

1996

Congress reauthorizes 
RWCA



Points in our History
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1998

African American account for 49% of AIDS related death, almost 
10x that of white people and 3x that of Latinx.

1998

Congressional Black Caucus announces a state of emergency for 
the African American Community - Minority AIDS Initiative is 

Funded.

1998

Alameda County Board of Supervisors declares a state of 
Emergency in Alameda County

1999

First Nation Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

HIV/AIDS is a symptom of racism.



Points in our History
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2000

RWCA Re-authorized

2002

Rapid HIV test approved

2003

First National Latino HIV 
Awareness Day

2004

PEPFAR is authorized for 
$350M

2005

First Asian Pacific Islander 
HIV Awareness Day

2006

RWCA Re-Authorized

2008

PEPFAR reauthorized by 
Bush

2008

First National HIV/AIDS 
and Aging awareness 
Day

2010

Affordable Care Act is 
authorized



Points in our History
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2011

President Obama announces efforts to 
increase availability of HIV/AIDS treatment

2013

NY Times runs an article on HIV "Faces of 
HIV" and "People think it's over"

2013

Care Continuum Initiative to move people 
swiftly from diagnoses to treatment to viral 

suppression

2014

Affordable Care Act provision that prohibits 
insurance companies from discriminating 

against people with HIV and cannot impose 
annual limits on coverage

2015

CDC announces huge declines in new 
diagnoses in heterosexual people, people 
who inject drugs, and African Americans, 
especially African American women, but 
rates continued to rise in Latinx people

2017

California decreases the penalty for 
knowingly exposing a partner, taking the 

U=U approach

2017

CDC Announces significant decrease in 
AIDS related deaths between 1995 and 

2015



Points in our History
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2018

Experts find that HIV related 
cardiovascular disease is 
increasing as more people live 
longer with the virus

2019

Ending the HIV Epidemic Initiative 
Announced. - funding allows for 
focus on regional priority 
populations and people who are 
aging with HIV

2019

HRSA announces that 87.1% of 
people receiving RWHAP services 
are virally suppressed

2021

Marked 40 years since the first 
case of AIDS was officially 
reported

2022

1.2M people live with HIV in the 
US

More than half of people with 
HIV are 50+

2023

NIH announces statins may offset 
the cardiovascular disease 
experienced by people with HIV

2024

HHS releases report that Statins 
therapy can reduce a major risk of 
cardiovascular events on people 
with HIV



Our Epidemic

Our side of the Bay



Our epidemic, our side of the Bay

• Vastly different epidemiology than the City across the Bay

• Oakland TGA has more than 9,000 people with HIV and San Francisco has more than 

15,000 – the impacted communities look different. 

• People with HIV in the Oakland TGA reflect the national epidemic impacting more 

Black/African American men, more women, and more people of color than San 

Francisco.

• Culture, stigma, and access to health care and sexual health education are barriers to 

messaging and reaching people
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Legacy of Advocacy

We earned what we have 
through fierce determination
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Lifting Voices

1982 Gay Men’s Health Crisis founded in NYC

1982 Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence creates a sex positive guide

1985 San Francisco AIDS Foundation is founded

1987 ACT Up is founded

1989 ACT Up protests leads to lowered AZT prices

1991 ACT Up protest at White House demands a more urgent response
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Lifting Voices in our Community

1984 

CAL-PEP is founded to provide 
HIV outreach, education and 

services to underserved 
communities in the East Bay

1986 

YA Flunder Foundation focuses 
on AIDS education and services in 
the African American community

1990 

Ryan White Funding comes to the 
Oakland Transitional Grant Area 
with Alameda County and Contra 

Costa Counties.

1991 

WORLD - Women Organized to 
Respond to Life threatening 

Disease is founded by Rebecca 
Denison and a small group of 

women with HIV

1992 

HEPPAC is founded to respond to 
the HIV epidemic among people 

who inject drugs in Alameda 
County 

1994 

Allen Temple AIDS Ministry 
provides free lunch, nutrition 

counseling, and companionship 
for people with HIV

1998 

Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors declares a State of 
Emergency that has not been 

lifted



Aging with HIV – Surviving and 
Thriving

• Accelerated aging

• Ongoing inflammation

• Heart disease

• Cancer

20XX

• Maintain healthcare connections

• Maintain social connections

• Find places that make you feel safe 

and valued



AUDRE LORDE

Caring for myself is not self-indulgence. 
It is self-preservation, and that is an act 

of political warfare.
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Forging a path forward



How do we pay for HIV Services?

• Private Insurance

• Medi-Cal

• Medicare

• HealthPAC

• Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program and Ending the HIV Epidemic
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Federal Funding for 

HIV Care Services

Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program (RWHAP)

• Authorized in 1990 to provide resources for low-

income people with HIV

• Serves about 500,000 people in the US

• Serves about 4,000 people in the Oakland TGA

Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE)

• Launched in 2019 and funded in 2020 for phase 1

• Four strategies – Diagnose, Treat, Prevent, Respond
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General Order of Precedence
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Level of Policy Examples

US Constitution Foundation of all laws, rules, and policies

Statues

• Program authorizations and appropriations
• Federal grant and cooperative agreements act of 1977 

Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act 
(FFATA) of 2006

• Digital Accountability and Transparency Act (DATA) of 
2014

Regulation
• Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost 

Principles, and Audit Requirements for HHS 
Awards: 2CFR 200 & 45 CFR75

Policies, program guidance, 
and Award – Specific 

Requirements

• Executive Orders
• OMB Memos
• HHS Grants Policy Statement
• Agency Specific Grant Policies



What do we know about the state of HIV 

Funding?
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RWHAP Part A has not been the target of cuts

Ending the HIV Epidemic funding for HIV Services has not been the target of cuts

RWHAP Part C and F have been rumored for cuts

HIV Prevention through CDC has been targeted for cuts

California will limit access to Medi-Cal by some immigrant populations based on documented status

Work requirements for Medi-Cal because of HR1 may move people off coverage

Reimbursement rates will decrease because of HR1 and providers will struggle

There may be a greater reliance on Ryan White funds to cover services



What do we do?

• Stand up

• Show up

• Work with your local politicians

• Nurture advocacy in those around you

• Make sure you vote
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Fight for the things you care 
about. But do it in a way that 
will lead others to join you.

RUTH BADER GINSBERG
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